
EVERY CHILD MATTERS IN 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

OVERVIEW Including Roman Catholic provision 
 

NB this overview is an example of how the strands, themes and concepts can be addressed. 
If teachers wish to adapt it, they must ensure that they have covered all of these statutory 

 requirements for each Key Stage 
 

 
Key 

Concept 
overview 

 
God / 

Creation 

 
Light 

 
Incarnation 

 
Revelation 

 
Scripture 

 
Salvation 

 
Belonging 

 

 
Worship 

And 
Celebration 

 
 

Foundation Stage 
 

 
Early 

Learning 
Goals 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development     Communication, Language and Literacy     Mathematical Development   

Knowledge and Understanding of the World     Physical Development     Creative Development 
 

 
Foundation 

Stage 

  
 I’m 

Special/ 
Myself 

 
Preparing 

For 
Christmas 

 

 
A Special 

baby 

 
Special 
Books 

 
Special 
Stories 

 
New Life 

 
My family 

and 
Friends 

 
Special 
Places 
Special 
Objects 

 
 

Foundation 
b 

 
God creates 
each person 
individually. 
Recognise 
their human 
qualities 
 

 
Preparing 
for a new 
baby 
 

 
The nativity 
story 
 
 

 
To include 
The Bible 
 
 
 

 
From the 
Bible 

 
The story of 
Easter 

 
Ways of 
belonging to 
a community 

 
The 
significance 
of signs and 
symbols 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Key Stage 1.  

Focused religions, Christianity and Judaism. 
 

 
Strands 

Conceptual 
ideas 

 
AT1     Beliefs, Teachings and Sources     Practices and ways of life     Forms of Expression 

AT2     Identity and Belonging     Questions of Meaning, Purpose and Truth     Values and Commitments 
 

 
 

Themes 

 
 

Believing 
 

 
 

Symbols 
 

 
 

Celebration 

 
 

Story 

 
Leaders and 

Teachers 

 
Celebration 

 
Religion, 
myself , 

Family and 
Community 

 

 
Worship 

Pilgrimage 
and 

Sacred Places 
 

 
Key 

Concepts 

 
God / Creation 

 
Light 

 
Incarnation 

 
Revelation 

 
Scripture 

 
Salvation 

 
Belonging 

 

 
Worship 

And 
Celebration 

 
 

Year 
1 

 
Creation e.g.  

My World 
 

 
Light 

Christingle 
 

 
Incarnation 

The 
Christmas 

Story 

 
Revelation 
The Bible/ 

Old 
Testament 
Stories e.g 
Moses in 

Bulrushes 
 

 
Parable  

The stories 
Jesus told 

 

 
Kingship 
Humility  

Palm Sunday 
 

 
Sacrament 

Baptism 
 
 

 
Church  

The Local 
Church 

 

 
 

1b 

 
Observe the 

wonder, 
beauty, detail 
and order of 

creation 

 
Advent means 
Preparing for 
the coming of 

Jesus 
 

 
Become 

familiar with 
the main 

events and 
characters 

 
Stories of 

significance 
in the OT 

 
 
 
 

 
Hear, read 

and explore 
scripture 

 
Recognise 

and become 
familiar With 

the sign of the 
cross 

 
Baptism as a 

beginning and 
welcome  to 
the Church 

 
The Church 

as the people 
of god.  The 

Christian 
family. 

Sunday as a 
special day 

 
Year 

2 

 
God 

Jewish / 
Christian 

Belief 

 
Light  

The Advent 
Ring 

 

 
Angel 

Angels in the 
Christmas 

Story 
 

 
Revelation 

The story of 
the  

Baptism 
of Jesus 

 

 
Scripture 
Authority  
Bible and 

Torah 

 
Righteous 

Jesus in the 
Temple 
anger 

 
Mitzvot  

The Jewish 
Home 

Kashrut 
 

 

 
Worship and 

Prayer 
Prayer 

 

 
 

2b 

 
The nature of 

God 

 
The 

significance 
of the 

different 
candles 

foretelling the 
birth of Jesus 

 

 
That Mary 
heard the 

word of God 
and said ‘Yes’ 

 
Characters 

and places in 
the life of 

Jesus 
 

 
Stories of 

significance 
in the NT. The 

gospels ‘ 
Good News’ 

 

 
Respect / 

reverence in    
places of 
worship 

  
To hear about 
and explore 
prayer. Their 

own and 
traditional 



 
 

 
Key Stage 2 

Focused religions, Christianity, Judaism, Islam.  
Those teachers with the knowledge and understanding of Hinduism may include this at this Key Stage in line with the concepts 

e.g. Year 3 replace Hanukkah with Diwali, retaining the concept of Light 
 

 
Strands 

Conceptual 
ideas 

 
AT1     Beliefs, Teachings and Sources     Practices and ways of life     Forms of Expression 

AT2     Identity and Belonging     Questions of Meaning, Purpose and Truth     Values and Commitments 
 

 
 

Themes 

 
 

Beliefs and 
Questions 

 
 

 
 

Symbols 
and 

Religious Expression 
 

 
 

Christmas 

 
 

Teaching 
And  

Authority 
 

 
Inspiration

al 
People 

 

 
Easter 

 
Religion, the 
individual, 
Family and 
Community 

 

 
Worship 

Pilgrimage 
and 

Sacred Places 
 

 
Key 

Concepts 

 
God / Creation 

 
Light 

 
Incarnation 

 
Revelation 

 
Scripture 

 
Salvation 

 
Belonging 

 

Worship 
And 

Celebration 
 

Year 
3 

 
God/Creation 

Sukkot 
Torah 

Covenant 

 
Light Hanukkah 

 

 
Incarnation 

The 
Characters in 

the Story 

 
Revelation/ 

Mitzvot 
 

Moses, the Exodus 
 
 

 
Scripture 
Passover 
Covenant 

 
Salvation 
Maundy 

Thursday 
Humility 
Betrayal 

Remembrance 
 

 
Belonging 

Love 
Marriage. 
Christian/ 

Jewish 
 

 
Worship/ 

Celebration 
Artefacts 

for 
Prayer and 

Worship 

 
 
 

3b 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Jesus was born 
a Jew and lived 

in faithful 
observance to 

the Jewish 
tradition 

 
The 10 Command. 

The 2 great 
Command. 

 
 
 
 

  
The links with the 
Passover. Jesus 

the Jew 

 
The love of a 

man for a 
woman and 
family life 

 
Key images In 

Church. Eg 
font, lectern 

 

 
Year 

4 

 
God/creation 

Responding to 
God e.g. 

Abraham’s faith 

 
Light 

The Annunciation 
Obedience 

 
Incarnation 
Christmas 
Around the 

World 

 
Revelation/Scripture 

The life 
of Jesus 

 
 

 
Salvation 

The Garden 
of Gethsemane 

Prayer 

 
Belonging 

 
Bar Mitzvah 
Bat Mitzvah 

Mitzvah 
 

 
Worship/ 

Celebration 
The 

Synagogue 

 
 

4b 

 
The Law The Old 

Testament 

 
The New Testament 

John the Baptist, The 
Visitation, The Magnificat 

 

 
The Son of  God 

 
Epiphany Candlemas, Shrove 

Tuesday, Ash Wed, Baptism, Lent, 
Temptations 

 
The Beatitudes 
The teaching on 

the Kingdom 
 

 
Key   Prayers 
Liturgy, The 

Lord’s Prayer, 
Christian 

Greetings, 
The Grace, 
The Rosary 

 
The Church 

as a 
community. 
The Body of 
Christ, The 

main liturgical 
Feasts and 
Seasons. 

Sunday as a 
special day 



 
Year 

5 
 
 

 
Origin 

 
Creation Stories 

 

 
Prophecy 

The Advent Ring 
 

 
Symbol/ 

Holy 
Through 

Art 

 
Prophet/ 

Revelation 
Muhammad 

 

 
Authority 

Quran 
 

 
Sacrifice 

Good 
Friday 

 

 
Belonging 
Pentecost/ 
Shavuot 

 

 
Church 

The Christian 
Church 

 

 
 

5b 

 
Revealing God 

the creator. 
Fall/Sin/Devil/Evi

l/hell, Heaven 
Purgatory 

 
 

 
Connecting the coming 
of God with the promise 

revealed in the OT 

 
Exploring the 

Church’s belief 
in Mary the 

Blessed 
Virgin 

 
The value and 
challenge of 
Difference 
between 

individuals 

 
Freedom, 

Responsibilit
y 

conscience 

 
Exploring the 
events of Holy 

Week through the 
liturgy of the 

Church. 
Stations of The 

Cross 

 
The Early 
Church 

Ascension 
Pentecost 
Holy Spirit 

Trinity 

 
The Early 
Church, 

Ascension, 
Pentecost, 
Holy Spirit, 

Trinity, 
Miracles, 

Reliquaries, 
mission 

 
 

Year 
6 

 
Tawheed 

Prayer 
The 5 

Pillars of Islam 
Shahadah 

Salat 

 
Symbol 

 
Islamic Art 

 
Authority 

 
Different Gospel 

Accounts 
 
 
 

 
The Trinity 
Christian 

Belief 
The creed 

Lent / 
Temptations 

 
 

 
Umma 

 
The 5 Pillars 

of Islam 
Sawn/ Zakat 

 

 
Resurrection 

The Resurrection 
of Jesus 

 
 

 
Sacrament 
Eucharist 

Mass 
Lord’s Supper 
Confirmation 

 

 
Pilgrimage 

Sacred 
Places 

 
 

Hajj 

 
 
 
 
 

6b 

   The nature 
of Temptation as 
shown through 
the temptations of 
Jesus and its 
impact on human 
relationships 

 Atonement 
The Paschal 
Candle, Baptism. 
The 
examination of 
the Church’s 
belief in the 
eternal 

Understand the 
Eucharist and 
the 
commitment 
expressed in 
the sacraments 
of Marriage / 
Ordination 

Responding 
To God’s 
word through 
Healing 
Reconcile. 
Anointing of 
the sick 
 



 
Key Stage 3 

 
 

Themes  
 

 
Beliefs and Concepts    Authority  Religion and Science   Expressions of Spirituality     Ethics and Relationships 

 
Rights and Responsibilities        Global issues                          Interfaith Dialogue                  Religion and the Media 

 
 

Strands 
 

AT1     Beliefs, Teachings and Sources     Practices and ways of life     Forms of Expression 
AT2     Identity and Belonging     Questions of Meaning, Purpose and Truth     Values and Commitments 

 
 

Year 
7 

 
Beliefs and Concepts 

Who was Jesus 
 

 
Global issues 

Peace and 
Conflict 

 
Authority 

Incarnation/ 
Christmas 

 
Interfaith 
Dialogue 

 

 
Expressions of 

Spirituality 
Islamic Art 

 

 
Religion and 

the Media 
Easter through 

Film and art 
 

 
Rights and 

Responsibilities 
Marriage/divorce 

 
Ethics and 

Relationships 
Moral values 

 
 
 

7b 

Stewardship Peace, Conflict 
and 

Reconcile 

 The Religious 
Orders 

Responding to 
the call of 

Christ  in the 
life of the 
Church 

Understand the 
death of Jesus 
as a Sacrifice / 
Reconciliation 
Funeral Rites 

Exploring the 
Church’s belief in 

the Holy Spirit 
and the role of 
the apostles. 
Reformation 

Apostolic 
Succession 

Christian 
Values 

Freedom and 
Responsibility 

Conscience 

 
Year 

8 

 
Belief and Concepts  

Belief in God 

 
Religion and 

the Media 

 
Expressions of 

Spirituality 
Incarnation/ 
Christmas 

Logos 

 
Global Issues 

Wealth and 
Poverty 

 
Ethics and 

Relationships 
 
 

 
Authority 

Easter the clash 
of authority 

 
Religion and 

Science 
Death and 

resurrection 

 
Rights and 

Responsibilities 
Abortion/euthanasia 

 
8b 

The covenant 
relationship with God. 
From the  creation and 

fall 

 Exploring the 
birth of Jesus 
expressed as 

‘The Word’ 

     

 
Year 

9 

 
Belief and Concepts 

Buddhism 
(No God) 

The Buddha 
 

 
Global Issues 
Religion and 

The 
Environment 

Buddhism 

 
Religion and 

the Media 
Incarnation/ 
Christmas 

 
 
 

G 

              
 
 

C 

 
 
 

S 

 
 
 

E 

 
 
 

Short Course 
 


